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TO THE 


ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 


On the impartance of their making a 
proper choice at the next Election of | 


Members to servein Parliament. . | 


North Hampstead, Long Island, 
15th Now. 1817. 


The sitaation, in whieh our beloved 
country is now placed is: such as to 
make every good Englishman desire to 
be able to do something for her deli- 
verahce.’ Far from you, 1 am very 
sore, is the thought of pretending a, 
carelessness, or indifference, as to the 
eause of freedom, merely on account 
of the state of apparent depression, 
It would 


be base and unnatural in the last de- 


in which that cause now is. 


gree for a son to be careless, or in- 
different, towards 4 parent, merely- 
because that parent had become 
feeble, or ‘had fallen into @ffliction. 
And, it is not less base and unnatural 
for men to entertain stich coldriess to- 
wards their common parent, their 
country, merely Because she is ina 
state of oppression. It is Very easy 
for men to be patriots when. their 
country is net oppressed ; when shie | 





has no need of defence ; when she is 


freé and prosperous. The times of 
her oppression, of her dangers and 
calamities, are the only times when 
real patriotism has room to display 
itself. 


names of Hampeppen and Sypney, who 


Why do we pronounce the 


have long since been dead, with: so 
much reverence, wile there are now 
living a Lord Hampden and a Lord 
Sydney, whose names we never pro- 
nounce, and of whose very existence, 
were it not for the Court Kalendar, 
the public would be wholly ignorant? 
It is, because the former stood forward 
in the cause of their country in times 
of great peril, while the latter havé 
never stood forward in her cause at 
all. 

Amongst all the duties of man there 
aré none which are mbre binding 
than the duties which he owes his 


country. “The obligations contracted 


at the altar, ‘“‘ for better and for 
“ worse, in sickness and in health,” 
are not mire perfect than those whith 
we all contract with the community ih 
which we are born. If any man say, 
that he could not Ae/p being born ih 
his native country, and tHat he has 
entered into no positive contract to 
love and defend it; we may tell him, 
that, neither could he help being 


born with hands, and that he has efi- 
L 
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tered into no positive compact not to 
employ those hands in the commission 
of murder. A man’s obligations to 
assist, to cherish, to protect and de- 
fend his parents and his children, are 
not more perfect than his obligations 
to do the same with regard to his 
country; and, the man, who will 
take no pains and make no sacrifices 
for the latter is full as base as the 
man, who can, without an effort to 
save them, see his parents or his chil- 
dren perish. 

Some men imagine, that they can, 
by avoiding all open exertion in 
public matters, get rid of their share 
of their country’s shame. Under this 
supposition, they wrap themselves up 
in a sort of affected disgust; pretend 


to be mere spectators; and talk of | 
the country as if they themselves 


They | 
tell you, that exertion is of no use, 


were not of the community. 


} the contempt, which, in America, js 
sure to fall on all those Englishmey 
who rail against England. ihe peo. 
ple here have a great and deep-root. 
ed prejudice against England, taking 
it as a country ; but, such is the na. 
tural abhorrence of mankind of every 
thing wnnaiwra/, that these same peo- 
ple never like those Englishmen, who 
vilify and abuse their native country 
in a mass. 

Besides, this sort of conduct is foo!- 
ish in the extreme. Such men throw 
away that which it ought to be their 
pride to claim as their inheritance. 
Were they, indeed, the natives of 
some little, pitiful state, having no- 
thing worthy of ‘the name of nation. 
Were they the natives of a country 
who had a score or two of time 
changed masters, and who, like the 
Swiss or the Germans could not tell 


to-day what government or laws they 





and that, therefore, they will not 
exert themselves. Men of this des- | 
cription are amongst the most foolish 
as well as the most worthless; for, it 
is impossible for a man to shake off 
his relationship with his country; it 
is impossible for him to impose upon 
the world by his affected disgust. 
The world will see, that, at bottom, 
he ig a disappointed and selfish man. 
To see the clear proof of this apti- 


| should have 





tude in the world to detect this affected 
disgust, and to judge truly and 


to obey to-morrov. 
Were they the natives of a countr} 
without character, 
without defined limits, and almost 


without power, 


without a name; then, indeed, the 
folly of going @ country-hunting 
would net be so flagrantly foolish. 
| But, how is it possible for an English- 
man to get rid of his character # 
such? Go where he will on the face 
of the whole globe, he will find that 
the character of his country, her 
fame, for good or for evil, has gone 





justly with regard to it, you should 
have an opportunity of witnessing | 


9 


7 


before him. Go where he will-he wil 
find some to praise and some to cel 
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' When the tax-gatherer comes to take 
away a good part of his earnings, he 
Pthen finds, that daw and government 
"are coneerns, in which he is pretty 


closely and deeply interested. He 
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sure his country ; mever any body to} cuseable in any man in England, how 


despise her; but, if he attempt to | can it be otherwise than reprehensible 


wrn his back upon her, and deal in 
veneral abuse of her, he himself is 
sure to be despised. In short, a man 
can no more get rid of the character 


of an Englishman than he can get rid 


' of his features or his skin. 


lf any man say, that it is enough 
for him to take care of Ads own con- 


wras, 1 should be glad te ask 


person be no concern of his own? 


finds, that he cannot stand aloof here; 
that he cannot save his purse by with- 
drawing himself from his country’s 
cause; that his affected disgust avails 
lim nothing. Ifa slave were to de- 
mand his freedom, would any body 
tellhim to be quiet and to attend to 
8 own coneerns? And, if a band 
{slaves were endeavouring to obtain 
lneir freedam, would the band be sa- 
tisied with four or five, whe should 
‘y we will take no part, we will mind 
ur work and -our messes, will share 
ith you in your freedom if you ob- 
un it, and not share in your stripes 
‘you'fail? Yet, the conduct of those 
oglishmen, who now hang back, is 
ecisely of the character of that of 
“ese selfish slaves. 


‘in any man in Westminster? We all 


| say, that, if we had the choosing of cur 


own representatives, we should ask no 
more. We all know, that the whole 
of our oppressions have come from 


the want of our having this power. 





But, if the mass of the nation has 
w complain of their want of the 
power to choose such men as they 
can confide in, you haye not grounds 


for such a complaint. Your right of 





voting is not so extensive as it ought 
to be; but, still, it has been proved 
by experience, that, ¢/ yeu exert your- 
selves, the combinations of Corruption 
will not prevail against you. Thus, 
then, as far as two Members go, you 
have all the advantages of Reform in 
Parliament already in your own hands. 
And, you should bear in mind, that 
even two.Members may, if industrious, 
zealous and able, do a great deal. 
But, as all depends upon the sort of 
men that you choose, it ig on this sub- 
ject that I now address you, and I am 
the Jess restrained in taking this lie 
berty, because I am very sure, that 
you will have the justice to recollect, 
that in your memorable emancipation 
from the trammels of the two factions 
of Boroughmongers, few men labour- 
ed with more zeal and perseverance 
than myself. You have seen instances 


enough of the prodigious effects, 


] which single individuals are able to 





If conduct like this would be inex- 


produce, though not in parliament. 
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What might not,.then, be done by 
even one such individual in parlia- 
ment? And you have the absolute 
power of putting two such individu- 
als into parliament. If you had had 
two members to draw together fast 
winter, and to devote all their time 
and talents to the cause, do you think, 
that things would have been as they 
now are? If those members, by col- 
lecting every sort of matter of accu- 
sation against Corruption, by mould- 
ing it into distinct motions, resolu- 
tions, or articles of impeachment, and 
by thus fixing the altention of the na- 
tion to point after point, till the 
causes of the people’s ruin and "till 
the crimes of Corruption should have 
been known to every man, and should 
have been placed on indelible record 

If, by pursuing this course, your two 
members had destroyed all the sophis- 
try, and baffled all the craft, of Cor- 
ruption, and had shown a resolution 
never to be turned aside from their 
pursuit. If they had called upon the 
people for new exertions, and had 
shewn, by their own example, that 
exertion was a duty and that it would 
not be in vain. If such had been the 
conduct of yeur members, do you be- 
lieve, that Corruption would have 
dared to do what she did? Instead 
of this what did you see? One of 
your members tendering an amend- 
ment in defence of the abused and 
calumniated people, and the other suf- 
fering it to drop dead from the hand 
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of his colleague. In short, after hay. 
ing seen the rights of the whole na. 
tion, their very personal safety not 
excepted, taken away without one 
single bold and distinct and memore- 
ble effort to prevent so outrageous 
an act of despotism, you saw even 
yourselves driven from your place of 
meeting, for reasons such as would be 
assigned for pelting away noisy and 
bitten dogs; and this you saw done, 
you saw the insulting measure pass 
quietly from stage to stage, without 
seeing, on the part of your members 
any formal protest, in the way of re- 
solution, remonstrance, or declara- 
tion, against this unparalleled act of 
insult and oppfession. Is there t 
man of you, whom I am no¥ 
doing -myself the honour to address, 
who, being a member for any plac, 
would have sat in the House without 
placing on its journals a formal and 
memorable declaration upon this sub- 
What, then, 
were you to think of your own men- 


ject? Not a man. 


bers, who neglected this sacred duty, 
or who, from one of them not being 
supported by the other, failed to 
perform it? Will any one say, thet 
the bringing forward of any such de 
claration would have been of no wit’ 
What then, I shoul? be glad to kno¥, 
isof any use? And, if no effort, a 
struggle against Corruption, be of am 
use, why is any man to be preferred 
before another man; and how sens 
less are all the boasts about th 
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“triumph of Westminster”? For, 
what triamph has she, if the thing she 
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has acquired be of no use ? 

Let me beseech you, Gentlemen, 
not to listen, for one moment, to this 
paliry species of excuse. Every effort 
The point 


would not bave been carried ; the Bill 


would have passed. But, what of 


that? Would a solemn declaration 


L against it have been wseless? We 


| did not carry our point of electing 
| Mr. Paucu. 


' were our prodigious efforts useless ? 


SHERIDAN gotin. but, 


| No: forthe two factions of Borough- 


‘mongers have never since shown their 


“face in your City. Ido not like des- 
‘pmring and diszusted members of 


parliament any more than despairing 


and disgusted soldiers or sailors. For, 
in both cases, despair and disgust are 
mere pretences for a want of inclina- 
tion, or of spirit, to perform some 
great duty. If Hampden and Sydney 


and the rest of the men, who fought 


/a forty or fifty years battle against 


the Stuarts, had been of the Order of 
Despair, England would have been a 
den of slaves long and long ago. 
Hampden was defeated in the Courts 
of Justice; but, he did not quit his 
pursuit. Sydney was driven into exile 
for the security of his life; but, even 
in that exile he did not despair. [uv 
that exile he wrote in defence of 
Liberty those essays, which alone are 
suficient to immortalize his name. 
Hundreds of men have Deen full of 
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hope at the bottom of a dungean. 
And, shall we, then, hear with pa. 
tence men, whose persons are secured 
by privilege, and who are at full liberty 
to exert all their talents, talk of 
despair { 

It must be clear to every man living, 
that, if an industrious, and bold, and 
persevering course had been pursned 
by your two Members last winter, 
Corruption would have been checked 
in her progress of insolence and cruelty. 
No one can pretend, therefore, that 
it is not the bounden duty of the Bloc 


tors of Westminster, to elect, when 
they shall again have the power, such 


men as are both able and willing to do 
their duty. | 

With regard to the particular per- 
sons who ought to be elecied by you, 
there will be some men, notwitlstand- 
ing all that has been said’ in former 
numbers of my Register, to lift wp 
their bands and eyes, and to pretend 
to be shocked to death, when F say 
that Sir Francis Burdett ought not to 
be re-elected, unless, at least, he 
pledge himself in the most positive 
manner to do certain things. I am 
very well aware that there will not be 
wanting persons enough to look upon 
this as a sort of high treason; hat, F 
address myself to the sense, and not 
to the nonsense, of Westminster; F 
address myself to those spirited and 
sensible men, who chose Sir Francis 
Bardett, because he wav’ thé frientl of 
the People, and-not to that’ foolish” 
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rabble, who drew him to his house in 
triumph after hearing him express his 
approbation of that very corn-bill, for 
the approving of which same corn- 
bil the house of Mr. Robinson was 
attacked. I address mysclf to men 
who are too proud to be the fools 
of any body; who are capable of 
reasoning themselves, and who are 
therefore, willing to listen to reason. 
In former numbers of the Register, I 
have made complaints on the part of 
the people, against the conduct of Sir 
Francis Burdett, and upon this sub- 
ject, I beg leave to refer you to my 
fourth letter addressed to Messrs. 
Goldsmith and Hinxman ; to my 
second letter to Mr. Hallett, to my two 
letters to Mr. Hunt, and to my second 
letter to Major Cartwright, all written 
from this Island since the 3st of 
July last. In these numbers of the 
Register you find fully and clearly 
stated, all my grounds of complaint 
against Sir Francis. I request you 
to read these numbers with attention, 
and to decide upon them as men of 
sense anid of justice ought to decide. 

' You remember well what labours 
we underwent in order to rescue the 
City of Westminster from the grasp 
of the Boroughmongers. You remem- 
ber well, that, unti! this object was 
effected, you had no more use for your 
reason than have the inhabitants of 
Old Sarum, To talk of your sense, 
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room for the exercise of either your 
sense or your public spirit. The mere 
name of Fox ow the one side, and of 
some Pittite sycophant on the other 
side, was all that was offered to you, 
Great, indeed, was the triamph in 
the shaking oif of that slavish submis- 
sion. But, if you are not now to er. 
ercise your reason; if you are not 
now to deliberate and discuss for 
yourselves; if a2 mere name or names 
be now to awe you into silence, to be- 
numb your faculties of thinking, and 
to make your choice a matter of form 
and ceremony, like the choice of any of 
the members of the Rotten-boronghs; 
if this be now to be the case,. what 
have you gained? Where is your 
triumph 2» What is become of that 
freedom, of which you have so much 
and so justly boasted, and what is be- 
come of that high characier which 
you had so deservedly acquired ? 

If you are now to re-elect Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett as a matter of course ; if 
you are to receive your other mem- 
ber from his nomination, or from that 
of any Club or Committee, if this be 
the case, he is the patron of the City, 
and the other member is his slave, or, 


| at best, that other member is no more 


than the nominee of a little Junto re- 
Shame- 
ful, scandalous, sorrowfal, degrading, 
indeed, would it be to hear you ac- 
knowledge, that you have brought 


sembling.a close corporation, 


or of your public spirit, was vanity 4 yourselves into this situation, but té 


aud foolishness; for, there was no 








thousand. times more degrading it 
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> would be, to see you act as if you were 


content to remain in such a situation. | 
And, yet. in this situation you are, 
and in this situation you show that 
you are contented to remain, if you 


shut your ears and eyes; if you re- 


| solv@not to exercise your reason and 


your senses, as to the recent conduct 


of Sir Francis Burdett, and as to his 


fitness or unfitness as a person to be 
re-chosen by you. 


Itis right, that you should bear in 


mind, that Sir Francis Burdett never 


stood forward in the work of rescu- 


ing you from the grasp of the Bo- 


: roughmongers. You, in bravely se- 
'conding the efforts of that brave, 


_ though unfortunate, gentleman Mr. 


Pautt, rescued your two seats your- 
selves from that rapacious and tyran- 
nical grasp; and you freely bestowed 
one of those’ seats upon Sir Francis 
Burdett, in which he has sitten ever 
since. So that, thus far you are un- 
der no obligations to him, while, not- 
withstancing the whimsical notion of 
being forced into Parliament, he is 
certainly under great obligations to 
you; for, if we could set down as ne- 
thing the great honour of represent- 
ing such a City, we now see, that the 
seat in which yon ‘have placed him, 
protects him against those dungeons, 
to which every man of you és continu- 
ally exposed. _Is.this no. obligation to 
confer upon a man? [myself was a 
householder in Westminster last win- 
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been to enjoy such a protection! In- 
stead of which exile or a dungeon ap- 
peared to every one to be my choice. 
There was nothing in my conduct 
which rendered me less worthy of pro- 
tection than he; and nothing in the 
character or conduct of my family 
that rendered them more deserving of 
anxiety, hardship, and pain, than his 
Yet he and his 


tected, and I and mine exposed to 


family. were pro- 
every species of injury and danger. 
Therefore, he and his family have hore 
derived from your hands the greatest 
of all earthly benefits: security from 
the effects of arbitrary power. 

I am, therefore, wholly at a loss to 
discover, on what it is that any one 
can pretend to found a right in Sir 
Francis Burdett, or his Committee, to 
nominate members for Westminster, 
and to look upon his re-election as a 
matter of course, and about which no 


Indeed 
thereis no foundation for such a right; 


questions are to be asked. 


and, therefore, I trust, that you will 
ask many questions before you again 
elect this gentleman. 

His desertion of the Reformers, at 
the opening of the last session, is no. 
torious; his frequent and impatient 
calls upon the people to come forward ; 
his expressions of anger against them 
for their backwardness ; his sending a 
Circular, signed by himself, to cause 
a Meeting of Deputies to deliberate 
on a Bill; and his subsequent aban- 
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People. You weli know, that the i ‘ en 
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whole maiion petitioned against that 


cruel measure. You well know, that 


the Bill was fimally passed with troops | 


drawn up routd the House. You 


well know, that, since that time, it has! 


becn stated in mumerons petitions, that 


the passing of that Bili, in defiance of 


the whole nation’s voice. was proef 


positize, that the House dad not repre- 
sent the people. You well know, that 


you peiitioued against that Bill. 


you capsot but know, that Sir Frap-/ id gs . 
er n _ | was permitted with impunity to misre- 
cis Bordett didnot oppose that Bill ; | : = 

: } present and abase it, thougt Sir Frae- 
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along with thousands of ol ber persoss. 
Chat petwties from the Ceunty ei 
, Wilts, was sent to be presented by 
Sir Frarcis ; but, it was presented & 
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but, that in fact, he was for the Bull. bcis had been amply furcished with 
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structions, and fo oppose the Bill zith | 
all his might, or, to resign his seat. 
which he might with the more grace 
do, as it had. been ‘“ forced” upon him. | 
When Lord C astitereacu called upen 
him to declare manfully for the Bill, 
or against the Bill, he answered, that 
he was “‘ neither for it nor against it,” | 
What ! he was neither for uor against, 
though he had just received the posi- | 


that despicable tool of a county junte 
of Fox-hanters and greedy Landowt- 
ers and farmers. 

At no grea distance of time ‘after 


was a Meeting in Westminster to pe 
tition agains: the renewal of the wat 
upon the return of Napoleon, from 
Etha. Upon that occasion a Placard 
| printed-by Mr. M*Crrery, was pub- 


4 lished to cali the attention of the PO® 


ple to the subject. of the intended 





tive instructions of his constitacnts to 


Meeting. In this Placard it wagasked: 





the passing of the Corn Bill, there 
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chan the fafacs ar the saiz ef seafs had * 


For this fact Mr. Huewr cen vouch: | 


aod, if necessary, he can prove it bs 
oiakcr St hesses. 

Placard te Sir 
Francis; bat, | drew it up, and | 
aleng with Mr. Huwt, waited the re- 
ters of the geutieman who did carry 


i did net carry tes 


t. The fact can be preved at any 
ume, and it shows, im the stronges: 
possible light, Sir Francis’s contempt, 


Fepon this most important occasion, of 
tae pravers of his constituents, and 


ais disregard of their interests, 

Well, then, was it just to reprobate 
Castlereagh aad his set for intreduciug 
the Gern-Bill? Was it just to accuse 
wwe Heases of harduess ef heart in 
passing that Bill? If it was, is it also 
just te re-elect Sir Francis Burdett 


Without. a single question as to that} 


Bui, which, observe, is always in ex- 
‘stance, and always ready to, assist iv 
(ppressing the People. Mr. Coxnr’s 


OO ee ED oe + 


i4, LS1S. 3 


aeimg for that Bali bas jsuefly reedered 


him se odieus in the County of Nar. 
folk as te make the People prefer even 
a eotenees carers freedom dSefere 
him. His ce Gect. epen that eocca- 
j ston, has caased him te be pelted, and 
(te be Aurel ao ¢ fare. Aed vet. are 
you to be ailowed to axk me gersfions 


sudbe 
yect ? Is this iajerioas, this © aol, this 


of gour repr-seatative ape 


= * i en a ain 
UNeu As measere:. tt erew Oo Te 


ma in ferce. and you net dare te 
& . 

T cause your representative is a great 

WW. ole 

} bands of farmers, who are now driving 


in the 


Cavalry, ac- 


open your lips upoa the subject, 
Landowner and the master of 


and Scour nz tae Cogatr¥,. and. 
character of ¥ 
§ eu buwmteme a - $F -_ . ; 
‘tua " Awntmz ooe8n the “xe ©. «4% whe 
* +» 


if you 


waauTrs 


haunt down foxes and hares? 





are te be muzzled ia this way, things 


are come t a pretty pass: aad, ia 


Boroxre > mongers, 


eu hare. as the old say imag &B, tahe@e 


. >» = 
efiting clear Of tak 


“ 96 


fair jump ov’ of the frying pan iato 
ithe fre. You have 
have laboured, you have made a!! sorts 


out Sir Francis Bardett 


inte parliament; you now gite bima 


I Ae Cen 


so bscribed, you 


of sacrifices to 
| protection against that daager, to whieh 
you yourselves are exposed; and, 
are not you to be allowed evea fo est 
why he was fora Bill, which, in its 
very nature, tended to lessen your 
dinner and to augment his income ? 
Surely you may be aliowed just to aaA 
rely or, if you dare not do this, Lam 
sure you will sever again treat with 
‘contempt and scorn the wretched 
voters of Honiton or Grampound. 

If any ove of you, having, aud be. 
‘ing well known to have, an ealy son, 
were t be absent from any mecting, 
cer other public duty, and were teat 
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sign as the cause, the illness of your 
son, who had recently entered into the 
mo«t  » urable corps of SipmouTi’s 
police gentlemen, do you not think, 
that your fellow citizens would take 
the liberty to ask you (just to ask you) 
how your son happened to belong to 
that honourable corps? Do you not 
think, that they would suspect, that 
you were become a little less ardent 
of Sipmoutu’s 
famous corps and of all his pro- 


in your detestation 


ceedings and intentions? Do you 
not think, in short, that they 
would look upon you as a person 


no longer to be trusted as to public 
matters? You know that such would 
be their decision, and in the justice of 
this decision all the world would ac- 
qitiesce, 
mitted to ask an explanation with re. 
gard'to Sir Francis’s son’s being in the 
Standing Army in time of peace? I do 


And, are you not to be per- 


not say, that you ought to presume 
blame in the father; but does not the 
matter demand crplanation? Would 
you at once presime blame in a fellow 
citizen ; would you, at once, discard 
him as a person not fit to be trusted ; 
and will you not insist upon even an 
explanation from your representative? 
Will you acknowledge, that you 
yourselves ought, at once, to be de- 
clared unworthy of trust, upon 
grounds, which, when apparent in his 
conduct, do not justify you even in 
putting « question to him? This would 
be ‘elf-abasement! this would be 
abandonment of your rights and your. 
selves, beyond any thing of the kind 
ever heard of. ‘This would be acting 
‘upon the logic of Ralpho in Hudibras, 


who proves very clearly my of tf would you say? Why #bis: 
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Saints, and are unjustly detained from 
them by the wicked; for that, the 
things are very laudable in themselves, 
and only become bad when used by 
the ungodly. So, [ suppose, we shall 
be (old, that Standing Armies in time 
of peace are not bad in themselves, 
but become bad onty by being in the 
hands of the Boroughmongers, from 
whom Mr. Burdett has had the patriot. 
ism to take one commissipn at least, 
one long sword, one jacket and tippet, 
one high cap, one ridicule bag, and 
one pair of German Whiskers. 

The inconsistency is so flagrant here, 
‘the insult to you so outrageous, that 
itis impossible to speak of it in terms 
sufficiently strong. Suppose Mr. Bur- 
dett’s troop had made part of the sol- 
diers, who were stationed round the 
}Commons’ House, while the Corn 
Bill was passing. How could the 
father, without some explanation, have 
complained of the empleyment of 
those troops? How could the father 


came to take him and you frow any 
public mecting, or to disperse you 
when so assembled? One of the rea- 
sons for your-electing him was: his 
distinctly declared abhorrence of all 
standing armies, and especially io 
time of peace; and, shall his son 
make one of that army now, and you 
not be suffered to ask the reason of 60 
striking 4 sign of change of sentiment 
in the father ?. As I once before pu! 
the case, suppose a son of mine wert 
| how to go home and become an officer 
in the army ; suppose you were to 
} See my son’s name on their list of whi 
ered or onwhiskered commanders; 





“Cobbett wants to sneak round 


complain, if the son and his troop. 





pla 


vou 


the: 
P this 
Ptha 


em] 
whi 
allt 
in th 
trib 
jmp 
ro! 
real 
are 

ami 
rega 
mus! 





rend 





ou 





penis 








[342 


from 
> the 
elves, 
d by 
shall 
time 
elves, 
n the 
from 
triot- 
least, 
ippet, 
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y this: 


und to 


-«indecd to place any reliance upon 


erplanation ; Wut, if I neglected, for | 


this be just in my case, and not just in 
sthat of Sir Francis Burdett 2 What 


cemption from all the obligations by 
which other men are bound, and from 


segard to our real king’s attribute 


J have never yet dwelt upon, which | 
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«the Boroughmongers at last: he 
has sent over his son to crecp in 
«first and to prepare the way for him. 
“self: he has contended against them 
“tillhe is tired; we are sorry for 
4 his defection, but we should be fools 


‘him in future.” This would be un- 
ust, until you had given me time for 


ny length of time, to give that ex. 





planation, and to state explicitly, that 


| disapproved of my son’’ conduct, | 


vour conclusion against me would | 
then be perfectly just. And, Shall 


is it that can give him this right of ex- 


all the conclusions of reason, drawn 
inthe cases of other men? That at- 
tribute of the king, which makes it 
impossible for his Majesty ever to do 
wrong, has been much ridiculed; but, 
really, if this be the way, in which you 
are to be muzzled with regard to the 
amily of Burdett, the ridicule with 


must, in common decency, be discon- 
inued, 


But, there is a circumstance, which 


venders this employment of Sir 
Francis’s son particularly odious. 
ou know, that, in the Act of Par- 
lament, which raised the present 
oval Family to the throne of Eng- 
‘nd, there is an express provision, | 
hat no foreigner born, whether natu- 
lized or not, shall ever hold any 
Pension under the crown, or shall ever 
a member of either House of Par- 








snient, or ¢hall ever-fill any ‘place, or! 


office, of trust or profit, civil or mili. 
tary. ‘This Act, a most, important 
Act, and which was passed for the ex- 
press purpose (as its title imports) of 
preserving the rights and liberties of 
the people; this act is violated in the 
person of the Commander of the very 
regiment, in which Mr. Burdett has 
chosen to serve; I say choven, because 
there could be no force here at any 
rate. The Prince is the Co/onel, in- 


| deed ; but the real and actna!l com- 


manderis a foreigner, a German of the 
name of Quentin; and, as if to add 
still more to the shame of the thing, the 
vacancy which Mr. Burdett filled up 
was made by one of those ten geutle- 
men, who had too much spirit to serve 
under this man, without preferring a 
charge of cowardice against him, aud 
for the not having quif/e made out which 
charge to the satisfaction of a court 
martial, composed of officers selected 
by the Duke of York’s people, those 
ten gentlemen were, without any court 
martial at all, dismissed from the re- 
giment! If nothing could keep Mr. 
Burdett out of the army; if he had 
actually become captivated with the 
attire of the troops, after being es- 
corted to the Tower by them along 
with his father; if that reading of 
Magna Charta in Latin, which, as the 
news-papers and prints-shops told us 
took place while the dragoons were 
breaking into his father’s house, had 
actually made him mad to become a 
dragoon ; if he had been really seized 
with an absolute fury of love for the 
trade of the * Piccadilly Butchers,” 


surely some Corps other than that of 
{Colonel Quentin’s might have been 


fixéd upon! Aye! but, then, this 
corps was also “the Prince’s own 
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Regiment”! Alas! my old friends, 
how we have been fooled! But, sha!l 
we now shut our eyes and close our 
ears, and be afraid, or ashamed, to 
open our mouths! Still, all-I ask for 
is explanation. Let the father openly 
express his decided disapprobation; 
let him convince us, that he has not 
thus given his unqualified approbat on 
of a standing army in time of peace, 
and, upon this score, I am satisfied. 
You all know, that, in the lists of 
the House of Commons, made out for 
the purpose of showing the chain of 
dependence which exists, and which 
influences its Members, not only the 
places, pensions, &c., which the Mem- 
bers themselves hold are noticed, but 
also the places, pensions, offices anil 
authorities held by their re/alions, go- 
ing so wide as to take in sons-indaw, 
uncle, wider. 
Amongst the offices of relations, which 


nephews, and still 


are, in these lists, looked upon as ren- 
dering Members dependent, or in. 
fluenced, are military offices; and, 
many of these are mentioned ina list 
published by Major Cartwright last 
summer. Now, is it just for‘ us to 
suppose, that other Members are ali 
influenced by. having military rela- 
tions, and that Sir Francis Bardeti 
cannot feel any such influence? Is 
this jus’ ? 
ove will say, to suppose, that Sir 
Francis would be influenced by any 
such considerations. 


It would be a shame, some 


Then, is it not 
a shame also to suppose that any body 
else would be influeweed by such con- 
siderations? And is it: not a shame 
to put against the names of those ether 
persons these charges of being thus 
iaflmenced? Thus does this, thing 





werk for the Boroughmongers! Thus, 


if we remain silent upon this subject, 
do we incur the charge of calumny 
arid baseness in representing the relg. 
tionship of other Members as a fair 
ground for a charge of presumed in. 
If we hold 


our tongues upon this subject, let us, 


fluence and corruption. 


for decency’s sake, keep our peace as 
to the dependence of Canning on ac. 
count of the pensions of his mother 
and sisters. 

Let me not be to!d.that Mr.Byrdett’s 
isnot. a pursuit of gvin. There are seve. 
ral sorts of gatn besides that of money. 
I have seen men game as keenly and 
cheat as craftily for bits of tobacco 
pipe as ony of the big rogues in St. 
James’s Street e. er gamed for manors 
or advowsons; aye, and swear, and 
stamp and lie and stare and tear theit 
hair as furiously. When.a feilow from 
’Change Alley, who has been higgling 


| with the Devil for half a century, 


makes him over his soul at last for the 
sake uf a Baronetcy, this is.gain i 
his eyes. When a country looby’s 
empty wife wishes to get a coronet @ 
her coach, and, at last, worries the 
fool into the dirty bargain, this 
looked wpon as gain. When an officer 
in the army, though he may seom 
money, gets a colony or castle to go 
vern, a regiment to command, or 4 
step in the way ef premotion ; any of 
these are gain. It is impossible but 
Mr. Burdett must desire to rise 3 ant, 
without what “is called indérest, ¥# 
know that he cannot rise, except dy 
mere accident, and even then, bu 
very slowly indeed. . We do not pre 
sume any base motive in, the heart of 
his-father. We have. mo occasion ¥ 


do this., . But, onthe other band, wee 


are not foolish enough te presume tht 
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father to be more than mortal; and, 
unless we do this, we must suppose, 
that influence will exist. Besides, 


there are pulls at a father’s heart more 
powerful than those of a desire to 


gratify the ambition of a son. That 
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| have rnterest, rise over all the talents 


and all the virtues that man can pos- 
sess. The army, the cap and tippet 
and whisker trade, is, as far as relates 
to the officers, the lowest of all pos- 


| sible things. It is notorious, that fools 


son, like other persons, is liable to} are sent thither to keep them out of 


' incur the displeasure of his command- 


| harm’s-way; and that, as far as pre 


rs; nay, he is liable to those circum- motion and even the screening from 


stances, where interest may be neces- 


_ sary to save him from disgrace. What 


efforts have we seen made by friends, 


what sacrifices of their public duty, 
“upon such occasions! And, shall we 
F suppose, that a father would make | ¢enance, which is thus given by Sir 
| none of these ? Or, are we here again | 
| to exempt Sir Francis Burdett from ! 
all those conclusions, which reason and | quence of all. 


common sense draw with respect to 


many times pressed to put my sons | | despotism. 
'in the army or navy; but, I have al- 


ways said, “‘ no: for the moment they 
“ enter there, I am an anxious slave.” 
If { would have consented to my eldest 
son being a Clergyman, a friend, from 
whom I should have received the gift 
with the full assurance of its being 
the offering of nothing but kindness, 
would have given him a good living; 
but, though a living is a freehold for 
hfe, I saw, that preferment might be 
wished, and I foresaw all the curses of 
dependence for my son and myself; 
and therefore I declined the very ge- 
herous offer, though I never have, and 
hope I ‘never shall forget it. The 
Bar; the Ragged Bar, has always 
been my taste ; for there, in spite of 
all the powers and all the foul play in 
the world, sound heads; greatindustry, 
and great talent, will make their way, 
while, in all the other, pursuits, folly, 
laziness and profligaey may, if they 




















| disgrace go, there is no dependence 


but upon what is called interest; that 


| is to say, parliamentary jobbing more 
or less direct. 


But, it is the example, itis the coun- 


| Francis to the standing army tn time 
of peace, that is of the most conse- 
This Standing Army 
is the thing by far the most hideous 


all the rest of mankind? I have been amongst all the hideous features of 


How often has he him- 
self told us, that freedom cannot exist 
in society with a standing army 
time of peace! How often has he 
told us, that we might éa/k about li- 
berty, but that we never could have 
it, while there was such an army! 
How often have many of us taken 
pains to prove, that, in fact, this army 
was kept up for the sole purpose of 
preventing a Reform! Was all this 
vain talk? Was there any meaning 
in all this? And, are we not now to 
be allowed to ask these questions? 
And have we nota right to expect an 
answer? And, if we receive no an- 
swer, are we to be huffed into @_re- 
election of Sir Francis as a matter of 
course ; and dees he really possess one 
of, or both, the Seats of Westminster 
in his own right? 

If a standing army be the horrid 
thing that it has been described to be, 
gvhat countenance has he now given 










































































Soldiery and freedom never co-existed 
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it! We know well. that a Standing 


inany country. Despotism and a set- 
tled Standing Soldiery are insepara- 
ble. It was a different. thing before 
the times of Barracks, Depots, and 
Military Colleges. All these argue a 
settled and long-contrived design to 
introduce despotism into England. 
And all these now receive the counte- 
nance of Sir Francis Burdett. Would 
you allow me to rail against these 
things, and to speak of them as proofs 
of a deep design to enslave the na- 
tion, while one of my sons was a swag- 
gering inhabitant of those Barracks, 
bearing by his own choice, a commis- 
sion in these bands of Soldiery ; would 
you allow me to do this without my 
disavowing the act of my son? No. 
You would not. And, upon what 
principle, then, is it to be allowed in 
Sir Francis Burdett? 

You complain, and very justly 
complain, of the oppression of the 
taxes ; you, who are tradesmen, see 
taken from you by the tax-vatherer, 
those sums, which ought to accumu- 
late ih your hands for the benefit of 
your children; you, who are journey- 
men and labourers see taken away, 
in'the same manner, the very bread 
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Standing Army; every pound 4; 
candles pays about three half-pence to 
the Standing Army; every bushel of 
salt pays about jive shillings to the 
Standing Army ; and thus it is as to 
almost every article which you con. 
sume. What, then, is the va‘we of al! 
the ¢a/k about taxes and oppressions, 
if this Standing Army is to be coun. 
tenanced by Sir Francis Burdett? |i 
you were to see one of my sons now 
becoming a tax-eater as a commis- 
sioned officer in that army, and if ] 
left it to be supposed, that he was 
there eating taxes by my consent, 
would you be satisfied by being told, 
that one officer could not eat much 
tax* Would you be satisfied by my 
saying nothing at all about the mat- 
ter? Would you not see, that if | 
could be a hater of standing armies 
and yet let my son make part of one, 
other haters of standing armies might 
do the same? 

Sir Frantis has never said that he 
approved of the combination of des- 
pots to force the Bourbons upon the 
French People. He must know, fe 
we all know, that it is the Standing 
Army of England in particular, which 
is now holding the French in the viles: 
bondage. But, as he cannot now res- 





that ought to enter your and your} 
children’s mouths. Well, what is 
the cause of this? Where does the 
money. which is taken from you, go 
tot Why, about a third part of the 
whole goes to maint.in the Standing 
Army. Every pot of porter you 
drink pays more than a penny to the 
Standing Army ; every pound of six- 
shilling tea, pays about jifteen-pence 
to the Standing Army; every pound 


sonably complain of the ¢azes occa- 
sioned by the Standing Army; * 
cannot he, with any reason, complain 
of the employment of an army t 


French People + His son is, ever) 
day, liable to be sent-te assist in that 
work of fulfilling the wishes of the 
Holy Alliance. Mr. Burdett may be- 
come a Captain Ceneral of a Helj 
League against human liberty and’ hu- 





of soap pays about @ penny to the} 


}man happiness! One would think, 
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prolong the.slavery and misery of the. 















that 


thea 


Anc 
bnot 
clos 
PAre 


mz 


psurl 





dar 
ful 

tak 
pro 
. 
ang 
bee 
Tree 
the 
the 


Ic 






















ey ot 


nd 





[ 359 


ind of 
ENCE to 
she] of 
to the 
IS as to 
i Con. 
¢ of all 
3si0ns, 
» COUR. 
ie» i 
iS now 
in Mis- 
nd if J 
l@ was 
omsent, 
g told, 
, much 
by my 
> mat- 
t if] 
armies 
of one. 
might 


hat he 
f des- 
on the 
v, for 
nding 
which 
» vilest 
yw rea- 
cra: 
y; 8 
nplain 
my to 


of the. 


ever) 
in. that 
of the 
ay be- 
Hely 
ib 
think, 





5351] 


‘that, under such reflections, a father’s 
‘heart would burn his ribs to cinder. 
‘And yet are you to be allowed to ask 
‘not a question upon the subject of this 
close alliance with that Holy League! 
‘Are you, I again ask, so completely 
muuzzled ; have you made so entire a 
surrender of your rights, as not to 
dare to ask, even in the most respect- 
fal terms; whether this alliance has 
‘taken place with your Member’s ap- 
"probation ¢ 
| You all know well, that the Stand- 
jing Army has, in many instances, 
been employed directly to violate the 
freedom of the people. You see in 
he narrative of Captain Raynes* 
ithe schemes which even Generals em- 
loyed toentrap the people. There 
you see money given to soldiers to 
nduce them to take unlawful oaths, in 
order that they might break those oaths 
nd betray and bring to the gallows 
e men who had confided in them! 
What reason have you to suppose, 
that Mr. Burdett will disdain to follow 
he example of these generals? Be- 
ides, you knew, that he is bound to 
hey the orders he may receive from 
is German commander, or from any 
ther commander. Suppose his re- 
giment had been employed in suwr-, 
ounding and forcing to prison the 
‘ Blanketteers’’? in Lancashire, who 
ere met under all the protection of 
he laws, and peaceably met for the 
uirpose of excrcising that right of 
etition, which the father has extolled 
being so valuable and sacred: sup- 
bose My. Burdett to have been one of 
he neroes who performed this memo- 
able exploit? What a scene would 
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here have been! With what face 
this outrage on all decency as well as 
on all law? Suppose his son had 
been the eommander of the party, 
and had been that identical officer 
who cut the poor Blanketteer’s head? 
Would he have been the accuser of 
that son? And yet, this, or the 
like of it, is every day, liable to 
happen ! 

In Ireland, afflicted Ireland, the 
taxes, as you well know, are, in many 
cases, collected by the Standing 
Army ; that is to say, the soldiers act 
with the taxgatherers and enforce their 
demands. This was openly avowed 
by Castlereagh in the Spring of 1816; 
and, indeed, the fact is notorious. It 
is also notorious, that, while in that 
oppressed country, Castlereagh had 
soldiers in abundance as guards of 
honour tohim. You know well, that 
Mr. Burdett is liable every day of his 


services! And, is not this a curious 
thing to behold, while Sir Francis 
talks of the oppressions of Ireland 
and of the grounds of impeachment 
against Castlereagh? Why, gentle- 
men, should you be blind? Why 
should you shut your eyes? Why 
should you believe, that black and 
white are the same colours? 

But, not to dwell longer upon the 
endless evils of this destination of 
your Member's Son, let me conclude 
this part of my subject by asking, 
what is now become of the horror of 
the flogging system? Shalll be told, 
that Mr. Burdett does not approve of 
flogging. This is too childish to be 
talked of. Weknow, that he must 
give his assent to it, and that he must 
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would the father have comp/ained of 


life, to be ordered on either of these 
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what he had said, 
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see it, and cause ét fo be put into exécu- | 
tion. I may express my abhorrence 
of the loads of taxes, 
but, what woald you say of , me. 
if one. of my ‘sons were to be- 
come a fax-gatherer? I express my | 
abhorrence ‘of Oliver; but, if one of 
my sons wert to become his associate, 
and-| were to hold my tongue, 
you still belicye mé sincere in my ab-. 
horrence of the trade inblood? Mr. 
Burdett is compelled to assist in the. 
laying on of the cat o’nine tails anid | 


he well knew that he would Be so | 


compelled. He well knew that he 
would be driven from the army if he 
opposed the use of the cat o’nine tails. 
And. can Sir Francis Burdeit think, 
that he alone of all mankind is to be 
‘allowed to act thus, afid that, too, 
without giving you, even you, aright 
to put any question tehim on the sub- 
ject?) A Mr. Porta, in Hampshire, 
a Whig. who touk a feading part in 
the petition against the continuance 
of the Property Tax, and who called 
it a highwayman’ s fad, was put to 
shame aie confusion by being asked, 


wheiher. he himself was not a Com 


missioner for, the enforcing of that 
very tax! He could not deny the 
‘fact. ‘ He shuffled acd wricgled, and: 
satd that ‘somebody wust be Commis- 
stoners. «But, he'was so beiaboured 


_by Mr. Huw with the argument, that 


if the tax was a,tax of hightwaymen, 
all the parties engaged in enforcing it 
were highwaymen,’ and, of course, 
deserved to be changed, that, at last, 
after fruitless éfforts to explain away 
he drew himself 
back out of sight amidst the laughing 


‘and hissing of the Meeting. And yet, 


shall we now be told, in justification 
of Sir'Francis’s son being in the army, 
‘that somebody, will lay. on the cat 
o’nine tails, and: that, if he does not 
do it, somebody else will? Shall we 
be told, that Mr. Burdett took his 
“Commission with the hope of mitizat- 
ing the s¢verity ofthe cat o’nine tails ? 


for instance; 


| commission, he gave countenance 1 


tte, for that he was compelfed by his oat) 
vould | 
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This was just what Mr, Portat sai 
of his commission of highwaymay, 
tax; but, he was answeréd,- that by 
his receiving and acting wader that 







the highwayman measure; and thai, 
as to any mitigation, it was nonsense 
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to enforce the tax: And is not M; 
Burdett compelled by his oath t 
enforce, when erdered, the infliction 
of the cat o’nine tails? Again, [ asi, 
then, is there, my old and zealoy; 
‘friends, any particular exemption in 
‘the roles of reason, and in thé inasin; 
of right and wrong, which exempt-the 
family of Burdett from the conc. 
sions which are applicable to all the 
rest of mankind f 

Oh, tio! = There is no such exemp. 
tions and you will, by your Cond ac, 
nrove, that there is ho such exemptiiis 
You must, and you will, demand ¢\ 
planation upon this head, and pot 
some others, which I have to mention 
in future Letters, Tn the meanwhile 












en 





























































read, I pray you, with attention ani th 
impartéality, a}l that may. be published th 
in answer to what I have. here -sail, 
and believe me always to remain proit be 
of being W 
Your Countrymen, an 
Wn. COBBETT. C} 
[Error in No, 9.—In the sentence be: Wa 
ginning at the bottom line of the first « of 
lumn, viz. “ But, this aristocratic facto Ti Ra 
consists principally of persons, concern up 
in commerce, and having great influent 
with banks, and by' means of their str ts 
connection with monied persons on | ~ 
side the water’, the conjunction and af Cor 
the word banks is erroneously. inserié me 
For the discovery of this iwaecuracy # mo 
Publisher is indebted to a new publica I he 
called “ Shadgett's Weekly Review,” (% for 
6) in which the small but ingenious Crit : 
waggishly exhibits this obvious ¢r70r on 
the Press a8 ati iustatice of Mr« Cobtet ag 
writing nonsense, Scie; 8 me 
ose basta faggot 





Eneerey | at F Siarioners” all. 
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